Culture and Texts: Fiction for Children

One key element of this module is introducing participants to a wide range of international fiction for children from 18thC to the present day with an emphasis on the latter. While these texts will be studied closely for their literary merit, they will also be examined in terms of  ideological considerations such as race, class, gender. Another focus will be participants’ own reading journeys with particular reference to memories of childhood (and young adulthood) reading and reflections on revisiting favourite texts and discovering new ones. This will lead naturally into the first assignment which takes the form of a theorised reading autobiography.  
Key areas of focus are likely to include:

· historical perspectives on fiction written for children 

· debates about what is children’s literature 

· international classic fiction

· some key genres such as  adventure stories for boys 

· fairy tales and fantasy   

· contemporary fiction for young adult readers 

