Visual Texts for Children 

This very popular module concludes with an empirical study of children making meaning of multimodal texts. The course prepares participants for this research by examining the range and scope of pictorial texts –  from picturebooks to graphic novels – and studying the relationship between image, printed word and layout. The module trains students to become analytical interpreters of visual texts for children and helps them understand some of the possibilities of visual literacy. 

Key areas of focus are likely to include:

· introduction to the role and variety of international picturebooks

· analysing postmodern picturebooks  

· children reading pictures 

· the history of illustrated texts for children 

· understanding multimodality and semiotic theory

· a collaborative project with artists on the M.A in children’s illustration at Anglia Ruskin University including a seminar series on Words about Pictures.

