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The Education Tripos offers students the opportunity to combine the academic study of 
Education alongside the study of another more specialised subject. 
 
The principle disciplines of the study of Education are:  
  

• Psychology of Education 
 • Philosophy of Education 
 • Sociology of Education 
 • History of Education 
 
This information has been designed to offer an introduction to key texts and proposed reading 
prior to study.  

 
 

Psychology of Education 
 
Gopnik, A., Kuhl, P., & Meltzoff, A. (2001).  How Babies Think: The Science of Childhood. 
Phoenix Press. 
 
Gross, R. (2010). Psychology: The Science of Mind and Behavior, 6th Ed. Hodder Education. 
 
Long, M., Wood, C., Littleton, K., Passenger, T., & Sheehy, K. (2010). The Psychology of 
Education.  Routledge 
 
Pressley, M., & McCormick, C.B. (2007). Child and Adolescent Development for Educators. 
Guilford Press 
 
Siegler, R.S., & Alabali, M.W. (2004). Children's Thinking. Pearson 
 
Smith, P.K., Cowie, H., & Blades, M. (2011). Understanding Children's Development, 5th Ed. 
John Wiley & Sons. 
 
Whitebread, D. (ed) (2000) The Psychology of Teaching and Learning in the Primary School, 
Routledge Falmer 
 
 



Philosophy of Education 
 
Bailey, R. (ed) (2010) The Philosophy of Education: An Introduction, Continuum. 
 
Barrow, R. & Woods, R (2001.) Introduction to Philosophy of Education (latest edition), 
London, Methuen 
 
Blake, N. et al. (eds.) (2003) The Blackwell Guide to Philosophy of Education, Oxford, 
Blackwell. 
 
Brighouse, H. (2006) On Education, Routledge 
 
Carr, D. (2003) Making Sense of Education, London, Routledge, ISBN 0415230748   
 
 
Sociology of Education 
 
Bilton, T. et al. (2002) Introductory Sociology – 4th Edition, London, Palgrave Macmillan, ISBN 
0-333-94571-9. 
 
Coffey, A. (2001) Education and Social Change, Buckingham, The Open University Press. 
 
Collins, R. (1944) Four Sociological Traditions, New York, Oxford University Press, ISBN 0-
19-508208-7 
 
Lauder, H., Brown, P., Dillabough J.-A. & Halsey A. H. (eds) (2006) Education, Globalization 
and Social Change, Oxford, Oxford University Press, ISBN  13-978-0-19-927253-2. 
 
Jones, P. (2003) Introducing Social Theory, Cambridge, Polity Press. 
 
Moore, R. (2004) Education and Society: Issues and Explanations in the Sociology of Education, 
Cambridge, Polity Press.  
 
 
History of Education 
  
Aldrich, R, (Ed.) (2002) A century of education, London: Routledge Falmer ISBN: 041524322x 
0415243238 (pbk.)  
 
McCulloch, G. & Richardson, W. (2000) Historical research in educational settings 
Buckingham: Open University, 2000, ISBN: 0335202543, 0335202551 (cased)  
 
Hilton, M. & Hirsch, P. (2000) (Eds) Practical visionaries: women, education and social 
progress, 1790-1930, Harlow: Longman, 2000. ISBN: 0582404312  
 
Popkewitz, T., Franklin, B. M. & Pereyra, M. A. (Eds) (2001) Cultural history and education: 
critical essays on knowledge and schooling, New York, London Routledge Falmer, 2001, ISBN: 
0415928052, 0415928060(pbk.):  
 



Cohen, S. (1999) Challenging orthodoxies: toward a new cultural history of education, New 
York: P. Lang ISBN: 0820439401  
  
 
General 
 
Beck, J. & Earl, M. (eds) (2003) Key Issues in Secondary Education – 2nd Edition, London, 
Continuum.  
 
We look forward to meeting you in October. 


