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Observations on the conference theme and programme: 
 
Histories, universities and community engagement: 
 
The task of the historian is constantly to re-examine the evidence of the past and to re-interpret it in the light of changing 
understandings, to tease out continuities and changes, to identify threads of cause and effect, and to weigh meanings and intentions.  In 
the case of universities and their relationship with their communities, these constitute a complex set of historical tasks.  
 
Titles can be problematical entities, and the notion of 'Beyond the Lecture Hall' might prove to be an over-ambitious or elusive 
conceit.  It might be seen, perhaps, to be as polarising and as patronising as 'town and gown'.  And 'community engagement' may also 
prove to be suspect where funding for higher education is conditional on state projects for social and economic improvement. With 
such thoughts in mind, we are sure that our conference title itself will be open to conceptual challenge, and we look forward very 
much to the debates that will ensue.  We hope that they will prove to be enjoyable and profitable for all who are able to join us. 
 
 
Conference theme, strands and seminars: 
 
Surveying the broad question of university history from the perspective of the early twenty first century, we identified four possible 
strands which seemed worthy of particular attention.  These are:  the media through which universities have communicated their 
scholarship; their contribution to the education and training, and indeed the very definition, of the professions; their relationship with 
the wider formal system of schooling; and their contribution to adult and continuing education. This is far from an exhaustive list, but 



it perhaps represents a choice of themes which appropriately reflects the origins of the conference as a collaboration between a Faculty 
of Education and an Institute of Continuing Education in this particular university. 
 
Our call for papers generated a rich response, the diversity of which is evident in the programme below.   The strands we had 
conceived were not intended to constrain the discussion and the variety of research offered for the conference is likely to challenge as 
much as confirm our initial choices.   In some seminars there may be a manifestly unifying theme uniting all three papers, whilst in 
others it is expected that the breadth and variety of topics and perspectives may open unexpected new windows upon the history of the 
university and its community engagement. 
 
One seminar, entitled 'Work in Progress' particularly reflects the collaboration and generous support of the History of Education 
Society UK.  The Society has sponsored scholars beginning their historical researches in education to benefit from participation in the 
conference, and has convened an open forum (irrespective of the conference theme) in which these researchers will be able to present 
short papers and share the challenges they face. We hope that as many as possible of our more experienced colleagues will be able 
to attend this session. 
 
 
 
 

¥ Seminars will be of 90 minutes duration.  Presenters are allocated 20 minutes for presentation, with a further 10 
minutes for discussion.   In fairness to all presenters, Chairs will be requested to impose time limits strictly. 

 
¥ Facilities will be available for PowerPoint presentation if required.  Please email these in advance if at all possible and 

bring copies of PP files on a memory stick. 
 
 
 
 
 



Seminar 1  Friday 3.45-5.15 
 
1.1   Strand 1 1.2   Strand 2 1.3   Strand 3 1.4   Strand 4 
Dooley 
University Science and Public 
Knowledge at Padua in the Eighteenth 
Century 

Kirby 
The Pre-History of Anglia Ruskin 
University: rooted in community 
engagement 

Tan 
Singapore’s Success Story – the 
Cambridge Connection 

Sims 
Mechanics' Institutes and the 
Universities: their interactive 
influence on adult education in the 
nineteenth century 

Hopkins 
The role of Learned Societies in 
knowledge exchange and 
dissemination: The case of the 
Regional Studies Association 1965-
2005 

Bradford 
Forming the ‘good’ youth leader: 
University contributions to the 
professionalisation of English youth 
work, 1939-45 

Watts 
Universities and Public Examinations 
in the UK 

Speight 
A gentlemanly pastime: 
antiquarianism, adult education and 
the clergy in  19th and early 20th 
century England 

Aubin 
Educational Radio in Quebec: 
University Extension 

Bedi 
Business Management Education, 
Past Present and Future 

Sherington and Horne  
Universities and Schools in Australia 
1850-1914 

Sperlinger 
‘Lifelong to be/ I thought it’: 
Literature and community 
engagement 
 

 
 
Seminar 2  Saturday 10.05-11.35 
 
2.1   Strand 2 2.2   Strand 2 2.3   Strand 3 2.4   Strand 2/4 
Raftery 
The Irish ‘university question’ and the 
Catholic women’s colleges, 1870-
1910 

Loss 
Higher Education, State-building and 
the New Deal 

Yamasaki 
New Idealism and Realism in 
educational thought: discourses 
within and beyond the university in 
the publication of progressive 
education  

Kersting 
Academic Education of Women as a 
Project of Middle-Class Commitment 
and Cultural Transfer about 1900: a 
British-German Example  

Raymont 
Taking advantage of secular 
universities: the church and 
professional training  

Nelson 
Woodrow Wilson on Liberal 
Education for Statesmanship: From a 
National to an International 
Perspective, 1890-1910 

Gardner 
The 'University Connection': the 
training of teachers and oral 
testimony 

Goodman, Littleton et al. 
Travelling careers: migration patterns 
in the professional lives of women 
attending the Oxbridge women’s 
colleges before 1939 

Watts 
Universities, medical education and 
women: a case study of Birmingham 
in the early twentieth century 

Leslie 
American universities, professional 
schools and liberal education 

Leach and Jacobs 
Teacher-training and the public good: 
the University of Winchester alumni 
project 

Hutcheson 
The University, Professionalization, 
and Race in the United States 
 

 
 



Seminar 3  Saturday 2.00-3.30 
 
3.1   Strand 2 3.2   Strand 3 3.3   Strand 4 3.4  Work in Progress 

Presentations of 10 mins  
Dhondt 
Swedish, Russian or German?  
Medical Education in Finland 1800-
1940 

Shore 
Jesuit Universities and Academies on 
the Habsburg Periphery, 1650-1773 

Williams and Wyatt 
A brief history of Lifelong Learning 
at Cardiff:  the pioneering years 1883-
1918 

Chiu 
Women, Power and Politics of 
Mission School Management: A Case 
Study in Colonial Hong Kong, 1884-
1892 

Beecher 
When Stalin Died: The Role of Tartu 
University in the Making of Soviet 
Estonia 

Pruneri and Bianchi 
School reforms and University 
transformations and function in Italy 
from the XVIII to the XIX centuries 

Steele and Taylor 
R H Tawney, university reform and 
adult education 

McLean 
What evidence is there to support the 
view that the Glasgow School of 
Cookery was the philanthropic 
venture it claimed to be?  What the 
primary sources tell us 

Iram 
Changing Conceptions of State-
University Relationships:  The Israeli 
Case 1948- 

VanOverbeke 
Linking Secondary and Higher 
Education in the United States, 1870-
1910 
 

Dadswell 
The University of Melbourne and the 
Retreat from University Extension 
1922-1946 

Rochez 
Change and continuity in the reasons 
behind home-based education 
 

   Sunkin 
Jewish Education, 
Immigration and Identity in 19th and 
early 20th Century Britain 

   Winfield 
Travelling from Empire to 
Commonwealth: An investigation into 
the cultural and political significance 
of the travel and exchange 
programmes of British secondary 
schools during the inter-war years of 
the twentieth century 

    
We would encourage as many as 
possible of our more experienced 
colleagues to attend this session. 

 
 
 



Seminar 4  Sunday 10.30-12.00 
 
4.1   Strand 1 4.2   Strand 2 

This session will commence at 10.15 
4.3   Strand 3 4.4   Strand 2/4 

Cunningham  
Universities and Educational 
Polemics:  The Black Papers 

Al-Khaizaran 
Carriers of Islamic and Arabic 
networking cultures in Iraq: the roles 
of colleges and schools for the 
defence of peace from the eleventh 
century to the present day 

Ashley 
Creating and Connecting Global and 
Local Communities: Tagore’s 
University and Rural Reconstruction 
Experiments at Santiniketan, India 

Jones 
The University and Rural Community 
Engagement: a historical view 
 

Fowler  
Beyond the Lecture Hall: Dons, the 
Rise of the Media Don and the Global 
1960s 

Dror 
Two Israeli Universities and their 
educational community engagement: 
The Hebrew Technion in Haifa during 
the British Mandate period (1924-
1948) and the University of Haifa 
(1963 onwards) 

Woodin 
Brian Simon and higher education 
 

Vernon 
Civic Universities and Community 
Engagement in Inter-war England  

Potts 
The Media and Reshaping Higher 
Education Policy: An Australian Case 
Study 

Wong 
The Politics of Establishing the 
Chinese University in post-war Hong 
Kong 

Gheda 
Italian Universities for Foreigners and 
the schools between research and 
didactics: an exchange of experiences 
in the 1990s 

Holford 
Assessing Universities’ Impact on 
Student Learning in Twentieth 
Century Adult Education 

 Fischer  
University historians and their role in 
the development of a shared history in 
Northern Ireland schools, 1960s-
1980s 

  

 
 


