What is it about good girls and vampires? 
The love story of Isabella Swan, a teenage girl who moves to Forks, Washington, and the mysterious and handsome  Edward Cullen, who actually is a 104-year old vampire, excites and appeals to large numbers of young readers around the world, and in particular to female young readers. The paper aims to discuss the popular appeal of Twilight with a focus on the Gothic elements in the text as representing our cultural and psychological selves. In particular it will analyze how the mythic figure of the vampire can be seen as a symbol of secret desires and impulses and what Freud described as “the Uncanny”. The paper discusses values and ideology in Twilight drawing on Julia Kristeva’s conception of the Uncanny as a repression of the in-between or ambiguous side of personality and the grotesque as a way in which the middle class can other and throw off of these ambiguities. 
Furthermore, the paper aims to discuss whether this is what Bakhtin would call a carnevalesque texts or whether it only appears to challenge established norms returning to safety and conformity in the end. 
