
Dancing and Playing and Mattering: How Gay Teenagers are Portrayed in Young Adult Literature 

    In this paper, I analyse Aidan Chambers? Dance on my Grave and compare it to Hans Olsson?s Spelar roll (literally ?playing a roll,? but can also mean ?mattering?). Both of these young adult novels feature gay male teenagers, but the way they portray the boys, their behaviour, their emotions, and their sexuality differs. I shall compare the way gay boys are depicted and analyse whether their representation reflects larger issues regarding homosexual teenagers in the UK versus in Sweden, where the books, respectively, were written and published. For example, Chambers? novel can be described as discreet in its portrayal of Hal and his burgeoning sexuality, while Olsson features much more blatant, perhaps even more unashamed, scenes with Johan. Sweden has a reputation for sexual freedom and this may have influenced the way Olsson?s main character can behave. 
    In sum, then, I look at how these two novels represent emergent male homosexuality and how this in turn reflects the greater culture that they are set in. 



