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Adolescence and adolescent behaviour are often described and explained by mainstream discourses as  universal phenomena regardless of the social and cultural conditions of the society. Instead of relying on such discourses to define adolescents’ self perceptions, this paper discusses the findings of a study (Bahiyah Dato’ Hj. Abdul Hamid & Kesumawati Abu Bakar 2006) that takes into account first person evidence through empirical data, a corpus of 1000 adolescent personal advertisements from 3 annual publications of Galaxie magazine in Malaysia. This paper aims to highlight the gender identities of Malaysian adolescents (ages between 12-20 years of age), specifically, how Malaysian adolescents in the corpus make sense of themselves and others within the social world in which they  live in especially where gender is grounding for identity. Following Fairclough’s (1989) 3 stage critical discourse analysis and Coupland’s (1996) schematic genre structure of the data, this paper will discuss the following: a) the linguistic means used by Malaysian adolescents to identify themselves as male or female and to distinguish between masculine and feminine behaviour, b)  the relationship between textual structure and the construction of identity and  c) other dimensions of identity which shape the sense of who Malaysian adolescents are. This paper will contribute to a deeper understanding of the nature of adolescent identities (in particular, Malaysian adolescent identities) and  the salient dimensions of their identities especially when we take into account not only the similarities but also the diversities that resonate in their voices.

