Adolescence and the Natural World in Young Adult Fiction

This paper argues that young adult fiction only appears to move away from earlier forms of narrative, where the figure of the child is strongly aligned with the natural world. If one probes more deeply, however, it is clear that young adult fiction is still often inflected with ideas and images derived from Romanticism. The image of Nature, in many narratives focused on adolescence, is perceived predominantly as a site of healing, freedom and imaginative power. In more recent fiction however, this Romantic legacy becomes inflected in increasingly complex and problematic forms.  The paper explores some of the problematic ways adolescent identity has been related to the natural world in a range of such recent young adult novels.
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