Emerging Adult Conference

As a Canadian, it is impossible for me to imagine Prince Edward Island without thinking of Anne. Likewise, thinking about Anne takes me to a small, red-sanded island on the east coast of Canada. Marilla says she ‘can’t imagine the place without her’ (Montgomery 1908: 123), and neither can her readers. As the title suggests, Anne is ‘of’ Green Gables. Her identification comes to hold a symbiotic relationship with place. 

Anne, an orphan who never felt a sense of belonging, comes to Avonlea and her life is changed: she finds a family, makes friends and grows from girl to woman. But what is most poignant is Anne’s unyielding attachment and identification with place. The island becomes her imaginative muse and her religious outlet-- she feels God in its open fields. She sacrifices a teaching job in another town when it means that Marilla will have to sell Green Gables. It becomes the first place that she has ever loved enough to call home. 

In this paper I wish to explore Anne’s place-based identity, specifically the importance of the belonging it gives her in the world. Anne says, ‘it’s a million times nicer to be Anne of Green Gables than Anne of nowhere in particular, isn’t it’ (Montgomery 1908:84). As a child, she plants her roots in Avonlea. As she emerges into adulthood, she chooses to remain there. How does the place itself, so illuminated by the ‘Anne-girl,’ change as she does? 

This paper will explore the place-based identity of a young girl growing into adulthood. I will examine the relationship and determine why Avonlea had such an effect on Anne as a child, and why it continues to shape her identity as a young woman.

