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Abstract: This paper explores how young people’s readership relates to their parents’ or grandparents’ experience of reading. It arises from a study of 12-13 year old habitual and committed readers and some of the social, cultural factors which shape their readership. There is widely assumed to be a strong connection between adults’ reading patterns and those of their children. Kirsch et al. (2002), for example, find positive correlations between 15 year olds’ reading achievement and parents who are highly engaged in reading regardless of other socio-economic factors such as occupational status. However, little research explores in any detail the subtle complexities of family reading relationships or the agency of young readers themselves during their teenage years. The paper argues the need to redescribe this aspect of reading, drawing on data from collages made by a class of Year 8 English students, subsequent semi-structured group interviews with them, and interviews the students themselves conducted with a parent or grandparent to discover more about the adults’ remembered childhood reading and their perceptions of the influence they have on their (grand)children. 
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