Dr G A Horrell


Narratives of Transgression and Transition: Apartheid Stories Post-Apartheid

In the aftermath of South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, writers Linzi Glass and Gaby Halberstam negotiate the past, telling stories of the system of Apartheid. In each novel, the principal character is a teenaged girl who is enabled to understand – to empathise – with those crushed by a racist political tyranny. Indeed, in each case this character enacts libratory and transgressive possibilities. Via the key modality of romantic love – a stock ingredient in adolescent fiction – the divides between ‘black’ and ‘white’, rendered impassable by Apartheid’s strictures, are crossed. Political awakening is mapped onto a sexual awakening; thus the transition from ignorance /naivety to experience / knowing is a journey in which the adolescent reader is escorted into a place of political awareness.

However, this paper shall argue that whilst the novel suggests the agency of the adolescent white, middle class young women, this is in some measure at the ‘cost’ of black characters; that whilst the primary characters may transgressively make the transition to adulthood, the ‘others’ in the novel are ultimately left behind.

