Real Sex in the Covers of Doing It by Melvin Burgess.

Centring on questions of how sex and the real are produced on the back cover of Doing It (Burgess, 2003) my paper reads the relationship between the images, publisher’s blurb and reader endorsements that constitute it.  I argue that they offer an inconsistent construction of young adult sexuality: one that is a representation and a fact, an intention and an act, a question of individuality and a universal condition.  For example, the text offers what may be taken as an ironic contrast between a quotation from Anne Fine criticising the text for its “Filth, whichever way you look at it” and the blurb’s robust defence of it as “Excellent.  The sex lives of seventeen-year-old boys are skilfully dissected”.  The differences between the two rest on shared claims to know the real world effects of the text, including the transformative force of art on the young adult readers they construct, and through comparable constructions of the text as a dissectible object existing prior to interpretation.  In reading these tensions I seek to question the foundations I read elsewhere, for example in Forever (Blume, 1975) and in non-fiction texts about young adult sexuality, which look to reconcile a drive to immediacy with the claim that sexuality is a universal idea that is both known and able to be incorrectly understood.
