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PAPER ABSTRACT

A Stolen sense of belonging : exploring an adolescent female relationship with an arid Australian landscape.

This paper will explore connections to arid Australian land through the eyes of young female protagonists.  I will compare and contrast my recently published teen novel, Stolen, with other Australian-based YA texts that focus on a young female protagonist and her relationship with an arid Australian landscape.  

My novel follows the journey of Gemma, a sixteen-year-old British girl, who is abducted and taken to the Great Sandy Desert in West Australia.  Over time she develops a changed perception and attitude towards both her kidnapper and the place that he has taken her too. Her thoughts about this arid landscape change from being fearful to being admiring, and her sense of identity and belonging is skewed.  

I will compare this novel to other important young people’s texts set in the Australian desert, such as Marshall’s Walkabout and McDonald’s Love Like Water.  I will think about notions of belonging, paying particular attention to how the desert is written about to explore issues of identity within the novels’ adolescent female protagonists. Furthermore, the female protagonists in Walkabout, Love Like Water and Stolen are all outsiders to this desert land and I wish to explore how (and indeed if) a female outsider’s view of desert can change and develop over time. I will also reference my own relationship with the Australian desert in order to find some clues as to how the narrative and themes of Stolen came to be.

