Shouts and Whispers: 

Learning to listen to the voices of disenchanted adolescent girls.

Truancy, disruptive behaviour and general disaffection from school are an on-going challenge in schools across the world, and it seems little headway has been made in developing effective strategies to support re-engagement.  Many capable young people feel alienated from their schooling and seek affirmation and recognition via other avenues- avenues which do not always serve them well.    But is it a matter of finding ways of re-engaging adolescents in the mainstream system, or changing the system to acknowledge those skills people do have to offer and wish to exercise?   This paper, based on two separate case studies of disaffected adolescent girls, will consider the link between democratic teaching and learning processes, risk and emotional engagement, and constructive challenge.  In the light of considering these concepts one model, which emerged from listening to the five young women involved in these case studies, will be presented.

