Abstract

Despite contemporary representations of post-feminist girlhood and cultural imperatives of heteronormativity in YAF, girl characters persist to perform both as gendered and as sexualized. Continuing representations of the dilemma of growing up as a girl feature girl characters as vulnerable. In contrast, representations of emerging post-postfeminist girls combine different practices of agency, which negotiate the terms of normative girlhood in a seemingly more integrated way. Aase Berg’s novel Människoätande människor i Märsta (2009) [Man-eating Men in Märsta] exemplifies a new turn in Swedish YAF where girlhood is expressed in poetic form. This joint paper focuses on the novel’s take on the sense of community among teenage girls, and their emerging heterosexuality. The analysis highlights how the novel succeeds in addressing common themes of YAF such as loyalty, envy and desire, focusing on the novel’s poetic form, metaphors and neologisms in relation to YAF. The novel’s representation of the dilemmas of growing up female is also explored in relation to contexts of new gender politics and shifts in societal expectations on girls. The aim is to study how the cultural imperative of heterosexuality continues to shape and reshape girlhood and female desire. Can representations of heterosexuality be interpreted as negotiable if constantly limited to heteronormativity, which only results in a queer “time out”, and leaves the represented girls trapped within the girlhood matrix? 

