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Crossover texts: adults – children and children – adults

In European canon of adult’s literature we have some literary text that firstly crossover from adult’s literature to children’s e.g. Gulliver’s Travels, Robinson Crusoe, and Tales from Shakespeare ... as abridged version or as original text. These texts were originally written for adults and through the process of literary reception become the part of children’s literature canon as children’s reading. From the world literature we have also e.g. as Bible, Greek-Roman myths, Panchatantra, Arabian nights etc. Secondly, we have also the opposite crossover process when children literature text primary aimed for children became part of the adults reading, e. g. Alice, The Lord of the Ring, Winnie the Pooh, The Little Prince, etc. 

The new trend in contemporary children’s literature is parody and travesty of adult’s national canon into children’s reading. The most subversive is author Andrej ROZMAN that intentionally converting adults national canon into children’s reading, e. g. national authors from 19th century into witty children’s reading. Because of this subversion of adult’s literature in children’s reading he became most popular author in Slovenia for juvenile readers.

From adults literature classic he actualized to children’s reading Shakespeare The tempest, Hamlet, Midnight summer dream, Moliere’s George Dundin, Tartuffe, etc. From folktales he subverted Puss in boots, Hansel and Gretel, The Tinderbox etc. He wrote Slovenian subversive Pippi Longstocking, Erasmus and the Vagabond etc.  He renovate Slovenian children’s reading canon with crossover text from adults literature to children and also from children to adults with his individual talent based on renovation of tradition in both side crossover texts.

