Longing for Love: Variants of Adolescent’s Romantic Fantasy from Goethe to Proust

Contemporary educational research on childhood concentrates mostly on the aspects of cognition and perception. Children’s emotion, their inner calling for intimacy, or their destiny to love, are relatively ignored. While adolescent literature sometimes addresses these issues, such raised by some of the greatest novelists are rather ignorant to educators at large. Since the time of Goethe, writers in the West dedicated their energy to discourse such emotional state of the youth under a canon collectively called Bildungsroman. It is a complement, rather than a mere supplement, to our knowing of adolescent through literature. In this study, the author assumes that longing for love is universal to the young and best expressed by the masters of novel. Their portraits of the adolescent in most cases are autobiographic which allows more space for theoretical elaboration. To examine it historically, the investigation will include the works of Goethe, George Eliot, Turgenev, Tolstoy, Joyce and Proust which represent diverse literary styles from romanticism through realism to modernism. Three variants of romantic fantasy that cover mother/son, brother/sister, and matured girl/young boy relations and interactions will be compared and contrasted to discuss the subsequent enlightenment or despair of the adolescent. The study which is based on some of Freud’s literary analysis and Bahtkin’s writing on Bildungsroman will provide a thorough understanding of adolescence with implication to our educative intent.
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