'"Female Masculinity": the liberating effect of the athletic body for the adolescent girl, taking the film Girlfight as a test case.  

Karyn Kusma's film, Girlfight (2000) is a bravura reworking of the teenage rites-of passage genre. There has been a great deal of research on struggles between adolescent girls and their mothers, and rather less on struggles between girls and their fathers. The film that I will uses as my test case focuses on a young Latina girl, Diana Guzman, in her struggle to throw of the constraints of conventional femininity by secretly training to be a boxer. Her character in Girlfight embodies what Judith Halberstam calls female masculinity, a gender identity founded on the assumption that 'masculinity is a set of characteristics that women can possess as well as men'. According to Halberstam, women, by acquiring greater strength and self-confidence from a previously all-male activity like boxing, can maximise their potential and gain greater respect - especially from men who are socialized to value forceful physicality.  

