The changing aesthetics in recent young adult’s literature 

The aim of this paper is to investigate the changing aesthetics in recent young adult’s literature, because adolescent literature in particular lacks extensive research. My aim is to interrogate multimodal literary texts and how texts aimed at a young adult audience need to be reconceptualised in order to understand the fluidity of genres of particularly young adult’s literature.
I would like to investigate the aesthetic expression and the multimodality in The Savage by David Almond, illustrated by Dave McKean (2008). I will discuss how the spatial and temporal forms of representation challenge the notion of genre, as the text in question employ a variety of genres. 

My theoretical approach is literary dialogic discourse (Bakhtin 1981). The dialogues within the text, as well as the text’ dialogic discourses with the reader invite a new approach within young adult’s literary discourse. I will examine the key term iconotext, which refers to the relation between the text and picture. Furthermore, Iser (1978) argues that the reader goes through a process of decoding and construction, which is relevant in the reading of multimodal literary texts. Additionally, theories on multimodality (Kress and van Leeuwen 1996, 2001, and Baldry and Thibault 2006) as well as a discussion of the field of semiotics (e.g. Saussure, Peirce and Barthes) offer useful foundations for analysis of multimodal texts. 
Thus, I want to explore the potential of the primary text’s dialogic semiotics as well as the dialogue between the text and the reader since the subject matter is dialogic in its aesthetic construction.
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