Title:   African Youth in Historical Fiction:  Representations of Kenyan Boys and 
Their Ancestral Land in Adolescent Literature
 Though a generalization, when many people think of home the image that is often conjured is one of family, warmth, love and belonging.  However, given African colonial history with the west this image maybe problematic for several reasons, one being the question of ownership of the physical space called home.  Through an examination of two award-winning adolescent novels set in colonial Kenya, one written by an insider and the other by an outsider, and a classic movie that is equally set during that era, this paper discusses how the authors of these narratives represent Kenyan boys and their relationships to the land of their ancestors.  
 I argue that though they are being raised on these ancestral lands, they have little control over their physical space.  Rather, their daily experiences are one of watching European settlers cultivate and claim the space further, with them as laborers on the appropriated property.  The paper will look at how each author represents this tension that exists between the young characters who work to make this space comfortable for the European settlers who are their masters, and the youths’ relationships with the indigenous Kenyan community.  The discussion will be based on: Mzungu Boy (Meja Mwangi, 2007), Burn My Heart (Beverly Naidoo, 2009), & The Kitchen Toto (Movie, 1987).
 
