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Introduction

PsycINFO is an abstract database of psychological literature from the 1800s to
the present. It contains bibliographic citations, abstracts, cited references, and
descriptive information for a wide range of scholarly publications in the
behavioural and social sciences.

The database is available both on and off-campus.

If you are unable to find what you are looking for or need help searching the
database, please ask a member of Library Staff for help.

1. Accessing PsycINFO

Off-Campus:
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Step 2: Select PsycINFO from the list and follow the links through to the
database
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Step 3: Click on the database title
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Step 5: Select University of Cambridge from the list
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Step 6: Enter your Raven Username & Password and you will be redirected to the
database
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For on-campus access, follow steps 1-3 and you will enter the database
automatically.

2. Searching the Database

e To carry out a subject search, use the Advanced Search and enter your
search terms in the boxes at the top of the page.

e From the drop-down menus to the right of the search boxes, choose TX All
text.

e Finally, in the Search Options section, select Find all my search terms and

click on Search.
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3. Your Results

Your list of results will provide brief details of the publication, together with the
first two lines of the abstract. To view the whole abstract, move the cursor onto
the magnifying glass icon beside the title. For full details of the publication, click
on the title.
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4. Expanding your search

If you find that your initial search results in only a small number of items, you can
expand it by clicking on Apply related words in the Search options section of the
search page.

Alternatively, you can select SmartText Searching from the Search options. Here
you can use your original search terms, or you can enter as much text for your
search as you want - a phrase, a sentence, paragraph, or even whole pages —
and the database will use the most relevant terms to conduct the search.

5. Limiting your search

If your search has resulted in too many hits, you can narrow down your list of
references in various ways. To the left of the list of results is a range of links that
you can use to limit the number of references, for example, by publication type,
age, subject etc.

Click on the appropriate link and the database will accordingly provide a more
limited list of references.



6. E-mailing your search results

e From the results list, click on Add to folder at the end of each item.

e To see the list of items you have selected, click on the Folder link at the top of
the webpage.

e Tick the boxes beside the items you would like to e-mail.

e Choose the envelope icon at the top of the list and follow the instructions.

You can also print or save your chosen references by selecting the appropriate
icon.

7. Help

Select the Help link at the top of the page for more detailed instructions on how to
get the best results from searching this database.

8. Locating the journal articles

When you have searched the British Education Index and have a list of
references, you will need to check the journal availability in Cambridge. To do
this, follow our 2-step guide below:

Step 1: Check if a journal title is available electronically:
o Search the University Library's index ejournals@cambridge

If you cannot find the journal title on this list then either the University does not
have a subscription to the electronic version or the journal is not available in
electronic format. If this is the case, follow step 2.

Step 2: Check if a journal is available in printed format:

o From the Newton Library catalogue, click on Universal Catalogue at the
bottom of the list. Enter the name of the journal in the search box. Make
sure you have selected Journal Title on the right hand side and click on
Search.

If you cannot trace the journal anywhere in Cambridge and the article is more
than 10 pages long, please contact the Library as we may be able to request the
article through the Inter-Library Loan service.

Don't forget, if you need any help with accessing or searching the databases,
please do not hesitate to get in touch.

E-mail: library@educ.cam.ac.uk
Tel: 01223 767700
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