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What is an ebook?

It is a searchable full-text electronic version of a print book. You can 
use an ebook for quick reference, read a chapter, or read the whole 
book.

ebooks@cambridge

is an initiative of the Cambridge College Libraries Forum. It provides 
access to electronic versions of more than 1000 of the books most 
used in Cambridge libraries. They are available to all current staff 
and students of Cambridge University at any time, from within the 
University and off campus. The project currently receive financial 
support from a large number of Colleges and Faculties, the Isaac 
Newton Trust and the University Library.
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Why use ebooks@cambridge?

It may provide a book that you need: the ebook titles have been 
selected from the most popular in college and faculty libraries, and from 
reading lists for a range of subjects

You don’t have to come to a library: Members of Cambridge University 
have unlimited access from anywhere with an internet connection, 24 
hours a day 7 days a week

It’s like the print version, with extras: You can search the text, add 
bookmarks and add your own notes

What do you need to access an ebook via 
ebooks@cambridge?

• An internet connection and browser 
• Adobe Acrobat Reader
• Raven password (for accessing ebooks@cambridge from outside 
Cambridge University network)
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How to find out which education ebook titles are 
available via the ebooks@cambridge project:

Go to the Faculty Library website :
http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/library/ebooks/

A full list of ebooks can be accessed via 
www.sel.cam.ac.uk/ebooks@cambridge/ (click on Our ebook 
collection)

http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/library/ebooks/
http://www.sel.cam.ac.uk/ebooks@cambridge/


ebooks@cambridge October 2009 5

Accessing ebooks via the Newton catalogue
Records for ebooks@cambridge titles are in all the Newton databases

Select a Newton database in the usual way
To limit Newton search results to ebooks
Basic Search: select “Electronic resources & books” in the Limit To 
option. 
Advanced Search : select the Location: Ebooks. 
Or
Carry out a Basic Search and on the search results screen add the filter 
“Electronic resources & books” from the right hand side of the screen. 

To see ebook titles in addition to print titles held by your 
College or Faculty Library 
Carry out a Basic search and set Limit To your College or Faculty Library, 
or Carry out an Advanced search with Location set  to your College or 
Faculty Library. Your results will include print copies in your chosen 
library and any relevant ebook records.
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Accessing ebooks@cambridge via Newton

e.g. In the basic 
search enter the 
words
Bell doing

All ebooks have  
library location: 
“Electronic Book”.

Click on the author 
name to open the 
full Newton record 
for the book
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Accessing ebooks@cambridge via Newton.

To open an ebook:

Click on the text in 
“Links” to connect 
to the full text of the 
ebook on the 
supplier site.

You will need a 
Raven password to 
access 
ebooks@cambridge 
titles from outside 
the Cambridge 
University network 
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Viewing an ebook

When you view an 
ebook the
Table of Contents is 
displayed on the left 
side and the text on the 
right side. 

Click on the headings 
to expand the contents
tree.

You can move around 
the ebook using the 
Table of Contents and 
the navigation bar at 
the top of the text. 
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Using ebooks : additional features

Navigating an ebook
To turn the page of an ebook - click on “Next” above the toolbar, or use the 
“Page” button in the Taylor & Francis DXReader.
Navigate around the book using the Table of Contents on the left (for 
Cambridge Collections Online, on the lower right).
Take care: If you try to "flick through" from page to page quickly this may 
lead to you being “locked out” of the ebook by the supplier.

Searching within the text
To search the ebook for specific text – use the search tab or the search box 
on the left of the screen or the “Find” box in the toolbar above the text. 

Setting up an account and creating your own notes
You can save a list of ebook titles and save your own notes for specific 
ebooks. To do this you have to first set up a personal account with your own 
username and password. This can be done via the “ Notes” tab in MyiLibrary 
and Netlibrary and via the “My Collections” tab in Cambridge Collections 
Online. In the Taylor & Francis DXReader you can use the “Annotation 
Manager” button at the top of the screen to add notes.
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Further collections of ebooks

The University Library also subscribes to electronic books and services 
that include electronic books. These are available across the University 
and include: 

Cambridge Companions Online
Cambridge Histories Online
China Digital Library
Early English Books Online
Eighteenth Century Collections Online
Literature Online
Oxford Reference Online
Shakespeare Survey volumes
Columbia International Affairs Online 
Elsevier ScienceDirect
SourceOECD 
+ numerous free ebook collections

For more information see the University Library webpage:
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/electronicresources/ebooks.php

http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/electronicresources/ebooks.php
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Copying and printing

You can copy or print from an ebook in accordance with current 
copyright legislation. There are copyright restrictions on ebooks in the 
same way there are on printed books, and it is your responsibility to 
make sure you stay within copyright law. Use of ebooks is monitored 
and suppliers will withdraw access if evidence of copyright abuse is 
detected.
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If you have questions, feedback or suggestions for ebook 
titles which should be included in the project

please contact the team at :
ucam-lib-ebooks@lists.cam.ac.uk

for more information about ebooks@cambridge see the 
project website:

www.sel.cam.ac.uk/ebooks@cambridge
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